Dear [MP’s name]
Covid-19, Pets and Pet Owners
I am writing to you concerning an issue which is of great importance to me, and to animal welfare in this country. The Covid-19 pandemic, and the accompanying lockdown, has obviously had a devastating impact on this country. The social and economic costs are becoming clear and the effects will be felt for many years.
There is one area where I feel the crisis will have a similarly profound effect but has not yet received the same amount of attention by parliamentarians – the impact on pets and pet owners. The pet welfare charity, Blue Cross, has produced a report entitled ‘Covid-19, Pets and Pet Owners’ which highlights many of the potential long and short-term problems the virus will cause in the pet welfare sphere. These include:

A surge in the demand for puppies and kittens - responsible breeders are not breeding enough to meet this demand which has resulted in buyers often purchasing poorly bred animals from dealers and breeders who are prioritising profit over welfare. Pets also continue to be imported in significant numbers to the UK during the crisis, whether from overseas breeding operations or rescues.
The effect on pet behaviour - it is clear that lockdown has had a massive impact on both the behaviour of our pets and the needs of owners in terms of trying to deal with them. Covid-19 restrictions mean that puppies, for instance, are unable to be socialised in all the ways they ordinarily would be and, as a result, it could lead to more puppies being abandoned due to owners being unable to cope. Separation anxiety and instances of aggression could also become problems.
Financial impact on animal welfare charities – animal welfare charities have been severely impacted by the virus and this has obviously had an effect on the pets and people that need us. There is real concern that without financial assistance from the Government there could be an approaching animal welfare crisis as the sector will simply not be able to cope with the expected surge in demand. 

Blue Cross has proposed a number of recommendations to help alleviate such important concerns, including calling for:

· The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to work in partnership with the devolved administrations to undertake a thorough and wide-ranging assessment of the impact of the outbreak on animal welfare across the United Kingdom.
· Defra to work with the animal welfare sector to help prevent a significant increase in demand for rescue services in the latter part of 2020, or whenever Covid-19 restrictions ease.
I believe Defra should act urgently on these recommendations.
I would be very grateful if you could write to The Right Hon. the Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park, Minister for Animal Welfare, raising this report and asking him to consider implementing Blue Cross’s recommendations to ensure pets do not become the forgotten victims of the pandemic. I thank you for your time and look forward to learning of the Minister’s response to your letter.
Thank you,
[Your name]
