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What size of indoor kennel
should be used?
The indoor kennel should be long
enough for the dog to turn around and
stretch and high enough to sit up without
touching the top.
If you are buying for a puppy, judge
the size you will need by measuring an
adult dog of a similar type. If in doubt it is
better that the kennel is on the large side
rather than too small.

Using an indoor kennel
It is important that an indoor kennel is
not used to punish or to house a dog for
long periods of time. When used correctly
indoor kennels provide a safe, secure
and private area for your dog. Your dog
must be taken out regularly to exercise,
play and go to the toilet.
Whilst in the kennel your dog should
have comfortable bedding, water and a
suitable chew toy.

A suitable place for the
indoor kennel
The indoor kennel must be placed in a
family area, where your dog can see
everything and not feel left out.
Make sure the indoor kennel is away
from direct heat and cover the top, back
and sides with a sheet to give the kennel
a cosy, secure, ‘den’ feeling. The sheet
also helps prevent drafts.
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Introducing your dog to
the indoor kennel
Place your dog’s bedding in the
indoor kennel and encourage
your dog to explore the kennel
by throwing tasty food treats in
it. DO NOT close the kennel door.
Repeat over a few days until your
dog is happily going in and out and
choosing to go in the kennel to rest.
When you reach this stage you can
begin to close the door of the kennel
for a few minutes at a time.
If your dog remains happy and relaxed
you can gradually increase the length
of time your dog spends in the kennel in
each session. Remember at this stage
you should stay in the room.
The first time you leave your dog alone
make sure he or she has been well
exercised and then leave your dog in
the kennel with a hide chew or safe toy
for a few minutes whilst you are out of
the room. Gradually increase the time
your dog can be left, up to a maximum
of three hours (which is the maximum
time your dog should be left in an
indoor kennel).
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If your dog is introduced gradually
to the kennel and you make every
encounter pleasant you should not
experience any problems.
Your dog must accept you reaching
into the kennel but make it very clear to
children (and adults!) that the kennel is
your dog’s den and not a playhouse!
Indoor kennels can be a useful training
aid and provide a safe, portable
home when travelling or staying in
hotels. Never frighten or shout at
your dog in the kennel and do not
use it to control behaviour problems
without the guidance of a qualified
behaviour counsellor.
© Julie M Bedford
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Happy, healthy pets
Blue Cross advice leaflets are packed
full of top tips to help owners with their
pet questions. They cover a wide range
of topics, from training a puppy to caring
for an older cat. So if you need some
support to help you with a pet problem,
whether it’s about a dog or a degu, we’re
here for you.
You can read and download our leaflets
online at www.bluecross.org.uk
Visit our website to take advantage
of all its features, including:
• blog posts from Blue Cross experts
• latest news
• events near you
• pets needing new homes
Or you can join in the chat on our
online communities:
www.facebook.com/thebluecrossuk

Blue Cross
Blue Cross has been dedicated to the
health and happiness of pets since 1897.
Abandoned or unwanted, ill or injured –
we do what's needed to give every pet
a healthy life in a happy home. We're a
charity, so the more help you give us,
the more help we can give pets.

How you can help
Blue Cross doesn’t receive any
government funding, so we rely on
the generosity of pet lovers like you.
There are lots of ways you can help
the sick, injured and abandoned
pets in our care, like making a
donation, fundraising for us or
leaving us a legacy.
Please call us on 0300 777 1897
or visit www.bluecross.org.uk

www.twitter.com/the_blue_cross

Telephone: 0300 777 1897
Fax: 0300 777 1601
Email: info@bluecross.org.uk
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